ne resbute 
Outlook 


EDITORIAL 





Vol. 137. No. 3 
‘ 


JANUARY 24, 1955 


rf 


Jr © 


aelattey 


‘ \959 


io” 


WALTER HUMPHREY, FT. 
WORTH, HEADS U. S. MEN 


CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
NEWS . . Geo. G. Cameron 


WHILE DECISION TARRIES 
. John A. Mackay 


BEYOND THE MASON-DIX- 
ON . =. 


D. Mac Brown 
ste Ws 


NEXT STEPS TO REUNION 


With the approval of Presbyterian re- 
union for the first time in 94 years by 
the General Assemblies of 1954, and 
now with the voting by the presbyteries 
on the question, a significant step in the 
movement toward the ultimate goal is 
being taken. 

The fact that 26 or more out of 86 
presbyteries in the U. S. Church have 
now forced a delay is to be regretted, but 
it is not surprising. We should certainly 
not be discouraged, for the history of this 
movement points to an inevitable result 
—which even opponents recognize. 

Let us recall the amazing progress 
along the road. 

Following the withdrawal of the South- 
ern presbyteries in 1861, the bitterness 
of war and the days of reconstruction 
made it impossible to establish fraternal 
relations until 1883. 

Various proposals for reunion were 
submitted, but for 50 years the Southern 
church steadfastly refused to consider 
such a possibility. 

Finally, in 1917 there were negotia- 
tions between the two bodies, but these 
efforts ended five years later when the 
Southern church refused to consider any- 
thing but a meaningless “federal union,” 
as opposed to true organic union. 

In 1929 the Southern church took the 
initiative and invited the USA body to 
consider organic union, but three years 
later it broke off the negotiations which 
it had instigated. This is explained by 
the fact that the 1929 Assembly was a 
“voung man’s Assembly”; by 1932 the 
older leadership, unalterably opposed to 
reunion, had moved back in control. 

In 1937 the Southern church again 
took the initiative, beginning the process 
which resulted finally in our present 
three-way plan of reunion, with United 
Presbyterians participating. 

For several years it was doubtful if 
the Southern church would continue the 
negotiations. Attempts were made each 
year to discontinue the committee han- 
dling the matter. But gradually it was 
shown that the majority of Southern Pres- 
byterians were clearly in favor of union, 
and that the proportion was increasing 
year by year as younger men replaced 
older men in places of responsibility. 

It is recognized that the ministers of 
the church are largely in favor of union. 


It is also recognized that it is the elders 
who have caused the present postpone- 
ment. It is not surprising that this 
should be the case, and, in the long run, 
it is not disheartening. 

Ministers, by their training and ex- 
perience, are better informed about the 
wider work of the church and they have 
a better opportunity of becoming ac- 
quainted with the ministry and leader- 
ship of the other branches of Presby- 
terianism. 

Without the same opportunity, elders 
naturally tend to move more slowly in 
these affairs, and their fears can be more 
easily aroused. They are not able to 
assess at their true value charges and 
claims which have been circulated. As 
they become better informed and as they 
have opportunity to share in many of 
these wider contacts, they will gradually 
come to see that their fears are without 
foundation; they will see the issue as 
their ministers do and they will vote 
with them. 

Although the sentiment for union in 
the U. S. Church is not sufficient to secure 
approval of three-fourths of the presby- 
teries at the present time, it is more favor- 
able than at any time in its history. And 
it will continue to grow. 

The plan for reunion will be presented 
again in due time. And the next time, 
or perhaps the time after that, it will 
carry. The divided Methodists, it should 
be recalled, were delayed on several oc- 
casions until they once more became one 
church in America. 

Now, in the face of this delay, what 
should the negotiating churches do—at 
the 1955 Assemblies, for example? 

The possibility of resubmitting the plan 
to the presbyteries immediately, as some 
propose, will necessarily depend on later 
developments. 

The suggestion that we get back to the 
‘main issues” and let this matter go will 
not appeal to the growing numbers who 
are working and praying for the restora- 
tion of the broken Presbyterian family 
and the united witness which it must bear 
in a united nation. Those who feel the 
compulsion of this obligation know that 
such a matter as broken relationships is 
not peripheral and that it cannot be 
dropped at will. This does not mean 
that they are any less concerned than 


others for the church’s formal program. 
Indeed, they are in the midst of it in lead- 
ership and responsibility. 

Whatever else may be planned, these 
steps would seem to be mandatory: 


1. In the presbyteries that are 
yet to vote, it will be just as im- 
portant to record a favorable vote 
for union as it has been for any 
up until this time, because it is 
highly desirable that the well- 
recognized sentiment for union 
across the church be registered as 
fully as possible in the first op- 
portunity in 94 years. 

2. For many people who are yet 
to vote there will be a decided 
advantage, now that the enforced 
delay has come, for these men will 
not feel compelled to vote their 
fears—the fear of the conse- 
quences in the U. S. Church if 
union should be voted now, the 
fear of further division, the fear 
of proposed changes. Now, these 
men, knowing that none of these 
anticipated fears will be realized, 
can vote their true sentiments, 
their conviction that union is de- 
sirable and that it must come. 
They will be perfectly free to vote 
for union. 

3. We can further expand areas of co- 
operation and unified action. We have 
no competing work in any foreign field. 
In many countries where we have common 
work with U. S. and USA forces side- 
by-side, the work is one, to the advantage 
of all. Wherever we can do this on the 
homefront will also be to our great ad- 
vantage. 

Some of our institutions have long been 
united; much of our work on every level, 
from federated congregations to united 
efforts abroad, has been united. It would 
seem, then, that further avenues of joint 
endeavor, like the hymnal now in pro- 
duction, should be explored, and that 
other areas where actual union of effort 
can be realized should be investigated. 

4. The Assemblies’ joint committee 
will meet before long. It will present a 
constructive plan which will challenge 
the best efforts of all of us as we take the 
next steps along the road to reunion. Let 
us take them with courage, with confi- 
dence, and with enthusiasm. 











Letters to the Editors 





Readers Join in Praise of Merger 





U.S.A. 


To THe OUTLOOK: 

It is one of the most exciting announce- 
ments that I have received for many years 
that The Presbyterian Tribune and The 
Presbyterian Outlook are to be combined. 
This should give heart and courage to 
many of the ministers across the church 
who want to see the advancement of 
church union and cooperation. 

This is a great event in the life of our 
churches to have these two papers com- 
bined into one. 

Hucu Ivan Evans. 
Dayton, Ohio. 

Dr. Evans was Moderator of the USA 
Assembly in 1950. He is pastor of the 
Westminster church. 


Congratulations on the merger of The 
Tribune and The Outlook. I hope this 
will indicate that before too long we will 
have a strong independent paper of your 
general point of view as a part of the 
strength of the Presbyterian Church of* 
the United States. 

EUGENE Carson BLAKE. 


Dr. Blake is Stated Clerk of the USA 
General Assembly and also president of 
the National Council of Churches. *The 
preposition used above is the significant 
title-change in the proposed united 
church. 

I am very happy to learn of the mer- 
ger... since I have friends “in both 
places.” 

My honored father, of blessed memory, 
the Rev. Dr. Joseph Addison Smith... 
had most of his ministry in the Southern 
church, while mine has been in the other 
“branch.” He himself had always hoped 
for the ultimate reunion of the two splen- 
did groups; and it would seem to me that 
a church paper which contained news of 
interest to the great Presbyterian family 


THIS WEEK 
These People Join 


Thousands More 
In Saying... 


Let Presbyterians Reunite!* 
(Continued from last issue) 





Lt. Gen. & Mrs. Mr. & Mrs. W. P. 
Lewis Andrew Pick Savage 
Auburn, Ala. Munfordville, Ky 
The Session S. B. Campbell 
Central church, T. C. Marshall 


Kansas City, Mo. 


Mr. & Mrs. Kennedy 
Upham 
Chicago, Ill. 


Add My Name 
Street & Number 


Wytheville, Va 


rie MeN I i cee csi eed nals earn 


*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyte- 
rians Reunite? summarizing an editorial se- 
ries, with more than 140 signature, will 
be sent free of charge for a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 
per 100. 


would be a definite step in the right di- 
rection. I believe that each of us has 
some characteristics which would be of 
value to the other. Neither has all the 
wisdom in the world, and, just as a secu- 
lar statesman should read the press on 
both sides of any given political question, 
so, as, I see it, should a Christian states- 
man be eager to hear what distant “rela- 
tives” have to say, as well as those closer 
home. 

You will give us a broader “Outlook” 
than could otherwise be the case... . 

HERBERT BOOTH SMITH, 

Denver Colo. 


Dr. Smith was Moderator of the USA 
Assembly in 1941. He is serving as in- 
terim minister of the North church. 


I am rejoiced at the merger of two 
good papers. May it betoken the larger 
merger which we hope and pray will come 
soon. 

CHARLES F. WISHART. 
Wooster, Ohio. 


Dr. Wishart, president-emeritus of the 
College of Wooster, was the USA Mod- 
erator in 1923. 


The announcement of the merging of 
The Outlook and The Presbyterian Tri- 
bune will be good news to all who have 
been interested in either. of these papers. 
I have been reading both and am glad to 
know that their combined contribution to 
the life of our two churches will now have 
a more widespread nationwide circula- 
tion. May this be the harbinger of the 
day when all the interests of the two 
churches may become one in Christ’s 
service. ... 

GLENN W. Moore. 
New York, N. Y. 

Dr. Moore is secretary of the USA 

General Council. 


.. . Sincere and enthusiastic congratu- 
lations upon this significant move in the 
direction of union and ecumenicity. ... 

Louis A. PETERSEN. 
(Director of Public Relations, 
North Coastal Area of California, 
San Francisco.) 


Delighted . . This should give us 
a strong independent weekly for Presby- 
terians throughout the nation and make 
a very significant contribution to the 
Presbyterian church everywhere. 

JAMES R. HINE. 
McKinley Memorial Church, 
Champaign, Ill. 


I am thrilled to read of the merger. ... 
I especially enjoyed your statement (Ovur- 
Look, Dec. 27) about the lack of competi- 
tion with Presbyterian Life. Naturally, 
it goes into all the homes of my parish- 
oners in this church and will in any 
church I serve if at all possible. But THE 
OUTLOOK will certainly also be on my desk 
in the future as in the past.... I predict 
a happy future in this new venture... . 

GERALD V. CASE. 

Second church, Boise, Idaho. 


U.S. 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

The merging of The Tribune and The 
Outlook, regardless of the vote of the 
presbyteries on the question of union, is 
thrilling news. Both of these papers have 
a good background or heritage, both are 
independent, and both are sound and 
forward-looking. ... 

(There is) sufficient assurance for me 
that (the merged paper) will not be a 
mugwump, that it will be intelligently 
edited, that it will be fair, that it will 
have the courage of its convictions, and 
that it will foster and develop mutual 
understanding. ... 

CHARLES E. DIEHr., 


Dr. Diehl, the president-emeritus of 
Southwestern at Memphis, was the U. S. 
Moderator in 1941. 


It is most gratifying that The Outlook 
and The Tribune will come to us as one 
Presbyterian voice in a confused and 2zon- 
fusing age. 

Perhaps there is some denominational 
conceit in my viewpoint—I hope it is not 
just that—that the exposition of the Pres- 
byterian order of ecclesiastical society is 
just that order which would point the 
way to restored order and stabilization 
could we give it deserved publicity. 

I am happy that The Outlook and Tri- 
bune together will encourage and pro- 
mote that publicity. 

GEORGE LANG. 


Dr. Lang, now retired, was professor 
of philosophy at the University of Ala- 
bama. 





... This seems to me a sensible move 
to make. 
P. D. MILLER. 
Druid Hills church, Atlanta, Ga. 


... I heartily approve of the union of 
the two papers. It seems to me a fine 
gesture, and should be a helpful step, in 
view of the worked-up opposition to the 
united churches. My best wishes that 
the united paper may have a fine, bene- 
ficial effect on the Presbyterian Church 
in North America. 

F. W. GREG«. 
Retired pastor of First church, 
Rock Hill, S. C. 


: The Presbyterian Outlook is too 
good to keep to ourselves alone. I rejoice 
to see it breaking out of the boundaries 
of sectionalism, and confidently believe 
that its merger with The Tribune is a 
harbinger of the coming reunion of the 
churches they represent. 

Roy L. DAvis. 
Executive, Synod of Arkansas, Little Rock. 


... The news of the merger with The 
Tribune is exhilarating. Both churches 
should profit by the increased service 
and prestige the combined papers can 
eo « < 

GRAVES H. THOMPSON. 
Department of Latin, Hampden-Sydney 
College, Va. 


Congratulations. . . . The distinguished 
record of service of each of these inde- 
pendent publications to Presbyterians 1D 
America heralds a great future for this 
consolidated weekly religious paper. I 
welcome this action as a symbol of fuller 
reunion of our Presbyterian family. 

LAURENCE F, KINNEY. 
Professor of Bible, 
Southwestern at Memphis. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492: 


night, 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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U.S. Presbyteries Delay’ Reunion 


With 22 U. S. presbyteries scheduled 
to vote on reunion on the third Tuesday 
of January, it became evident that the 
delay, anticipated by people close to the 
movement, would be determined by that 
time. 

Opposition strategists had tried to get 
presbyteries they thought would vote 
against union to do so last fall, despite 
the request of the General Assembly that 
no vote be taken before January 1. Al- 
though 11 presbyteries followed the pro- 
posed strategy, it was impossible to get 
the necessary 22 to do so. Most of those 
expected to vote against union, however, 
did schedule their vote as early as pos- 
sible this month, while almost all of the 
pro-union presbyteries will vote later. 


While the USA presbyteries were reg- 
istering one unanimous vote after another 
(see page 4), the U. S. presbyteries began 
their decisive test. Athens (Ga.), with a 
32-16 majority, became No. 12 out of 
22 needed, when Western Texas entered 
the lists as the first ‘‘regular’”’ presbytery 
to vote for union. Texas-Mexican, which 
ran across geographical lines and was 
dissolved Dec. 31 by the Synod of Texas, 
recorded a favorable early vote. Then 
came Western Texas, 98-19, with elders 
voting 48-7 and ministers 50-12. 

With 29 presbyteries to vote the fol- 
lowing week, most of which were con- 
sidered pro-union, 26 negative votes had 
been recorded. 

Supporters of reunion, not surprised at 
the result, interpreted the action as only 
one forward movement in the 94-year- 
old effort. Frank W. Price, Lexington, 
Va., pastor and former Assembly’s Mod- 
erator, who is head of the unofficial 
Friends of Union, said: 

“Loyal Presbyterians will accept the re- 
sult of the voting in good spirit. My firm 
belief is that Presbyterian union will come 
sooner or later . . . certainly within five 
years. Failure to obtain the consent of 
three-fourths of the presbyteries now does 
not mean defeat but only a short delay 
in reaching the goal. The reunion of the 
Presbyterian family in America is a logi- 
cal and inevitable development in our 
church history, and will mightily reinforce 
our Presbyterian witness and service in 
our own nation and around the world.” 

Colonel Francis P. Miller, who has 
been secretary of. the same movement, 
made a similar statement, that the vote 
“does not mean defeat for the cause of 
Presbyterian reunion. It merely means 


delay. Union is inevitable and will come 
within the next few years.” 

The chairman of the Assembly’s com- 
mittee on union, President Frank H. 
Caldwell of Louisville Seminary, stressed 
the importance of the vote in the remain- 
ing presbyteries: 


“The vote in the remaining presbyteries 
should not be regarded as less significant 
because of the negative votes of presby- 
teries reported up to this time. Every 
minister and ruling elder who is a repre- 
sentative in any presbytery and who be- 
lieves in this union of the three Presby- 
terian bodies should stand up and be 
counted for his convictions. Only by so 
doing can responsible presbyters fulfill a 
moral obligation to our Christian breth- 
ren of the U. P. and USA Churches and 
provide the kind of record needed for the 
future.” 


Former Moderator J. R. McCain, re- 
tired president of Agnes Scott College, 
Decatur, Ga., and a member of the As- 
sembly’s committee, had this to say of 
the vote: 


“It is evident that our church is not 
ready for organic union, but I believe we 
can secure at least 95% for cooperation. 
Let’s try for the immediate future coop- 
eration and comity, and I believe that we 
can have happiness within our church and 
also between our denominations. I feel 
in my heart that eventually union will be 
voted with good accord, but the movement 
will be more successful if the cause may 
rest for the present.” 


In the USA Church, the present Mod- 
erator, Ralph W. Lloyd of Maryville 
College, who is also chairman of the 
Assembly’s committee on union expressed 
sorrow at the result, but he pointed toward 
eventual union. Said he: 

‘“‘News that more than one-fourth of the 
presbyteries of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. have voted against union will 
be received throughout the USA Church 
with disappointment and sorrow. I sin- 
cerely hope and believe that represents 
not defeat but only postponement of union. 
Our churches belong together and are 
closer together than ever before in their 
history. We should seek God’s guidance 
as to the next step.” 


Harrison Ray Anderson, a former 
Moderator and the pastor of Fourth 
church, Chicago, who has been one of the 
foremost leaders for reunion in his 
church, urged continuing effort as fol- 
lows: 


(1) Let all presbyteries vote their con- 
victions. (2) Let us plan to do as much 
work as possible together, as suggested 
by Dr. J. Ross McCain. (3) The invita- 


tion to find a way to union came from the 
U. S. Assembly. It has not been with- 
drawn. Let us go forward together until 
we find that way. “God’s truth abideth 
still, and he must win the battle.” 


Stated Clerk of the USA Church, Eu- 
gene Carson Blake, had this to say of the 
unfavorable vote: 


“It is, of course, very disappointing to 
all of us in all three churches who have 
worked over the years on the Plan of 
Union that there was sufficient opposition 
in one of the churches to defeat the pres- 
ent plan. As good Presbyterians, how- 
ever, all of us accept the vote as it is of 
today. This does not mean that union 
negotiations are finished and I believe 
that under the Spirit of God, soon or 
late, the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States will vote in favor of union. 
The last vote will be in favor of union.” 


Chairman of the United Presbyterian 
committee, President Robert W. Gibson 
of Monmouth College (Ill.) expressed 
“deep regret” at the opposition vote, as he 
said: 


“The voice of the minority has been 
heard. I trust that the majority favor- 
ing union will be great enough to en- 
courage us as we face the future. Though 
defeat may reduce the size of the favor- 
able vote in the United Presbyterian 
Church, most of us are grateful for the 
kind words that have been spoken of us, 
and of the willingness on the part of so 
many of your church leaders and members 
to join with us. The loss of a down does 
not mean the loss of the game. Union is 
bound to come.” 


THE U. S. VOTE 
Through January 18: 


FOR 


Tex. Mex. 19-8 
W. Texas 98-19 

Cc. Ala. unan. 
Transylvania 23-5 
Potomac 56-9 
Suwannee 46-37 
St. Louis 27-4 
Missouri 24-1 
Norfolk 57-37 
Birmingham 29-24 
Ouachita 52-26 


AGAINST 


East Alabama 55-10 
C. Mississippi 64-9 
Tuscaloosa 42-6 
Congaree 43-5 

Pee Dee 51-10 
Florida 57-7 
Harmony 51-3 
Mississippi 28-7 
Meridian 67-7 

E. Mississippi 41-12 
Aug.-Macon 32-12 
Athens 32-16 

N. Alabama 45-6 
Savannah 44-6 
Asheville 41-31 
Louisiana 29-21 
Concord 97-41 
Kings Mt. 57-19 
Charleston 34-8 
Piedmont 42-7 
Meck’bg. 131-66 

W. Hanover 35-18 
Holston 78-23 
Columbia 23-10 

N. Mississippi 26-15 
Cherokee 26-15 











USA Presbyteries Vote 'For!” 


Presbyteries in the USA church have 
begun recording their votes for the re- 
union of the American church. Wash- 
ington City (D. C.) was one of the first 
to register its approval—unanimously, 
just a week after the three Moderators 
(U. S., USA and U.P.) had led the joint 
communion service at the opening of 
Congress. 

An early total showed 45 USA presby- 
teries voting for reunion, not only in 
far-away areas like the Cameroun, but in 
Southern areas where USA Presbyterians 
are greatly outnumbered by the surround- 
ing U.S. Presbyterians, as in Cumberland 
Mountain and Holston. Holston, like 
many another, was unanimous. 

In Chicago, with a banner attendance, 
a special order was set for the important 
vote. At the designated time Overture 
A was called and Harrison Ray Ander- 
son, pastor of the Fourth church and 
recognized as one of the leaders of the 
movement toward reunion, was permitted 
to make the motion. Dr. Anderson told 
how Cyrus McCormick, a Southern elder, 
had made the first effort toward reunion 
in 1870 and he reviewed the patient ef- 
forts which have been made since that 
time. He said the Methodists worked 
for many years before they were reunited, 
with the consummation delayed several 
times until union finally prevailed. He 
urged patience and understanding. 

The presbytery was led in prayer fol- 
lowing the Call to Prayer on the cover 


U. S.Men’s Council 


More than 100 top leaders of Presby- 
terian, U. S., men held their mid-year 
meeting at Montreat, the western North 
Carolina conference center. At that iso- 
lated spot, with everybody housed in the 
Assembly Inn, they held their best session 
to date, with a full agenda completed. 

Walter R. Humphrey, editor of the Ft. 
Worth (Texas) Press, was named presi- 
dent of the Assembly’s Men’s Council, 
succeeding John V. Matthews, Fayette- 
ville, Tenn., lawyer, whose eight-page 
single-spaced report gave a big stimulus 
to a more efficient organization. 

Ed. C. Hammond, Atlanta, was re- 
elected vice-president, and W. Legare 
McIntosh, Columbia, S. C., is second 
vice-president. Other executive officers 
were continued. 


Sponsoring Boy Scouts 

The AMC voted to urge local men’s 
groups to take “active” sponsorship of 
Scouting. It also: projected a far-reach- 
ing officer training program for 1956; 
set some joint meetings with Women of 
the Church in studying the Family Life 
emphasis in 1956; urged wide distribu- 


4 


of the Jan. 10 OuTLook .. . for the 
triumph of faith over fear, of trust over 
suspicion, of Christ over sin, of Chris- 
tian unity over division, for the mani- 
festation of Christian love and goodwill, 
and for the restoration of the broken 
Presbyterian household. 

And then the vote was called—and it, 
too, was unanimous. 

But that was not all. Chicago Pres- 
bytery, in its concern for the reunion of 
the broken family, addressed a telegram 
to Atlanta Presbytery of the U. S. Church 

obviously in a gesture of goodwill and 
encouragement to the U. S. Church. 

The 45 out of 256 USA presbyteries 


voting for union include: 


Adams 

Albany 

Austin 
Blairsville 
Bloomington 
Boulder 
Brownwood 
Cairo 

Cayuga 
Champlain 
Chicago 
Choctaw 
Corisco-Rio Muni 
Crawfordsville 
Cumberland Mt. 
Eseka 


Minot 

Muncie 

Ntem 

Otsego 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 

Red River 

St. Clairsville 
Saint Cloud 
Santa Fe 
Southeast Fla. 
Springfield 
Toledo 
Topeka-Highland 
Walla Walla 
Washington City 


Fort Wayne Wenatchee 
Holston Western Michigan 
Indianapolis Whitewater 
Lackawanna Willamette 
Mankato Winnebago 
Mattoon Hodge 

Milwaukee 


Sets Year's Projects 


tion of the Going-to-College Handbook 
to high school students; set a Presby- 
terian, U.S., quota of 200 for the Sept. 
14-16, 1956 national convention of 
United Churchmen in Cincinnati; asked 
the General Assembly to approve a Men’s 
Convention Committee to evaluate the 
recent New Orleans convention and to 
look toward the next one—possibly at 
Miami; learned that 85 “contact men” 
have volunteered to give from two to 
thirty days away from home, going to 
other groups and churches on assigned 
topics. 


Considered as the most important job, 
however, was the “men’s part” of the 
Forward With Christ program, 1955-57. 
Last year they encouraged the develop- 
ing program to think in terms of dou- 
bling many things now being done. They 
are concentrating on five jobs as follows: 
(Key: (1) Assembly Job; (2) Local 
Job; (3) Local Method) : 

I. (1) 50,000 new church members per 
year; (2) get at least one new member 


for each seven present members; (3) visi- 
tation. 


II. (1) 104 new churches a year; (2) 





WALTER R. HUMPHREY 
Leads U. S. Presbyterian men. 


consult presbytery’s extension committee; 
(3) capital gifts. 

III. (1) 56 new missionaries a year 
(net); (2) inform men about missions op- 
portunity; (3) missions facts. 

IV. (1) 50,000 Sunday school increase 
yearly; (2) get at least one new for each 
nine present members; (3) hard lessons. 

Vv. (1) 50% of the budget going for 
benevolences; (2) inform men about the 
budget and begin equalizing; (3) tithing. 

Statistically, the AMC reported that 
in the 3,776 U. S. churches men have 
1,883 local organizations, with 106 new 
charters last year. At the New Orleans 
convention, with 9,000 men registered 
in advance, attendance was marked at 


7,100. 


Alaska Presbyterians 
Put Up Church in Day 


ANCHORAGE, ALASKA (RNS)—Mem- 
bers of the Hillcrest Presbyterian congre- 
gation held the first service in their new 
$10,000 prefabricated church which was 
put up in one day here. Many people not 
belonging to the congregation helped in 
its construction and finishing. 

The congregation, which has only 10 
members, had been holding services at- 
tended by an average of about 35 wor- 
shippers in a quonset hut on the church 
site for more than a year. 

When the prefab building (which cost 
$6,200 F.O.B. Portland, Ore.) arrived 
here, some 50 to 60 persons, including 
local businessmen, carpenters and other 
building trades workers and a number 
of servicemen stationed here, pitched in 
to help put it together. Many of them 
returned on subsequent days to install 
its plumbing, heating and lighting facili- 
ties and its interior furnishings. 

Financing of the new church was large- 
ly provided by the Board of National 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA. 
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YOUTH WEEK (Jan. 30-Feb. 6) 


“One Fellowship in Christ’ 


By FRANKLIN B. GILLESPIE 


HE twelfth annual observance of 

National Youth Week under the aus- 
pices of the United Christian Youth 
Movement will be held January 30-Feb- 
ruary 6. This week also marks the an- 
niversary of the founding of Chris- 
tian Endeavor which for many years 
was the major expression of interdenom- 
inational cooperation among the youth 
of the Protestant churches. 

The purposes of Youth Week are: 

(1) To help bridge the gaps that sep- 
arate men, to serve the needs of the un- 
loved and forgotten, and to enrich the 
lives of all mankind without regard for 
racial, cultural, creedal, or national bar- 
riers; : 

(2) To help strengthen the unity of 
Christian youth across America in the 
Spirit of Jesus, our Lord, and to promote 
co-operative youth work through worship, 
study, and fellowship; 

(3) To give youth an opportunity to 
make a vital Christian witness through 
personal living and co-operative action; 

(4) To set forth the part of young 
people in the life of the church and the 
church’s responsibility to its youth. 

Each year the theme for Youth week 
is chosen by the United Christian Move- 
ment General Council with official rep- 
resentation from the youth of the major 
denominations and youth-serving agen- 
cies. This year’s theme falls in the area 
of Christian Outreach and is “One Fel- 
lowship in Christ.” 


Eight-Day Observance 

Youth Week really consists of eight 
days, beginning with the denominational 
Youth Sunday on January 30. In many 
churches the young people conduct the 
entire morning worship on this Sunday 
or participate in the service. Local 
churches plan activities during the week 
uniting all their youth of various ages. 
The observance culminates in commu- 
nity-wide observances on Sunday, Febru- 
ary 6. 

The United Christian Youth Move- 
ment is operating this year under its new 
by-laws which have brought about a def- 
inite change in emphasis. Too often in 
the past, denominations have sent as 
their representatives to the United Chris- 
tian Youth Movement young people who 
were not carrying official program re- 
sponsibility in their own denominational 
youth fellowships. This meant that the 
UCYM program was often developed in 
addition to the program of the denomina- 
tions and so became a competing element. 





MR. GILLESPIE is director of young people’s 
work for the Presbyterian, USA, Board of 
Christian Education, Philadelphia. 
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Now the denominations send to the 
UCYM General Council those who are 
officially responsible for the program in 
their own denominational youth fellow- 
ships, so that any program developed by 
UCYM becomes a part of the denomina- 
tional youth program. 

While denominations in the past have 
developed their own materials for the 
first Sunday of Youth Week, the churches 
desiring materials for the community- 
wide observance had to order them from 
the United Christian Youth Movement 
office. The Presbyterian, U.S., Church 
this year took the lead in incorporating 
the community-wide observance materials 
into its own materials—a suggestion that 
was adopted by several other denomina- 
tions and marks a real advance. 


No “Busy Work” 


Young people in the church today are 
concerned that the youth fellowship not 
be just another club filling their already 
overcrowded time with “religious busy 





GILLESPIE—Responsibility in the 
church now. 


work.” They are concerned that they 
not be thought of merely as the “Church 
of Tomorrow,” but are seeking ways to 
take their responsible place in the life of 
the church of which they are a part now. 
Youth Week provides an opportunity for 
them to demonstrate their seriousness of 
purpose to all. 


YOUTH WEEK NO. 1 PROJECT 
Books Instead of Bombs 


“Books instead of Bombs” will be a 
major project of hundreds of Christian 
Youth councils throughout the nation 
during the 1955 (the twelfth) observance. 
Recognizing the almost unbelievable 
shortage of books that exists in Asia and 
Africa in particular, UCYM is calling 
on youth to unite in collecting books “to 
meet the cry of needy people. of other 
lands for truth, knowledge, and the Word 
of God.” 

It is significant, UCYM says, that the 
Communists have recognized the oppor- 
tunity and are furnishing books and 
ideas “contrary to the faith and freedom 
in which we so strongly believe.” 

Books of all descriptions are needed— 
books for children, textbooks, diction- 
aries, encyclopedias, books on science, 
mathematics, history, religion, and stand- 
ard novels and, most of all the Bible. 


One Bible per 1,000 


UCYM says that there is perhaps for 
every thousand persons among the six 
million taught to read through the efforts 
of Frank Laubach, and that in all of 
West Africa there is not one public li- 
brary. 

Books donated should be in current use 
and in good condition. Money is also 
needed for sending these books to their 
destination. World Youth Projects of 


the United Christian Youth Movement, 
about forty in number and which are as- 
sisting cooperative youth work in thirty 
different countries, are supported by an 
annual Youth Week offering. 


Other Projects Too 


Other projects on the Youth Week 
agenda are a hymn festival, inter-church 
visitations, and fellowship channels such 
as recreation workshops, inter-church 
work groups, stated fellowship evenings, 
and establishment of more youth centers. 

“Significant is the fact of youth of the 
several communions of Protestantism 
gathering in the cooperative task and 
experiences of worship of Youth Week, 
1955. The projection of Youth Week 
proclaims both the attempt and the fact 
of ecumenicity on the grass roots level,” 
said Charles Boyles, Boston School of 
Theology, chairman of UCYM’s Com- 
mission on Christian Fellowship. 

Youth Week is designed to point out 
the part young people play in the life of 
the church and the church’s responsibility 
toward its youth, to give youth an oppor- 
tunity to make a Christian witness 
through cooperative action, to help 
strengthen the unity of Christian youth 
across America, and to help enrich the 
lives of all mankind without regard for 
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racial, creedal, cultural, or national bar- 
riers. 

UCYM was organized by the Protes- 
tant youth of many denominations in 
1934. It now functions as the youth de- 
partment of the National Council of 
Churches. 

Through study and worship, through 


THE CHURCH IN SCOTLAND 





cooperative action, through sharing with 
Christian youth of many nations in 
World Youth Projects and voluntary 
Christian service, UCYM attempts to 
provide a channel which will help young 
people to become mature Christian world 
citizens and to express their oneness in 
Christ. 


After 75 Years in South Africa 


By GEORGE G. CAMERON 


In 1875 the Free Church, now part of 
the re-united Church of Scotland, re- 
ceived and answered a remarkable re- 
quest. It came from the Fingo tribe in 
Cape Colony, South Africa, among whose 
people the Free Church had been work- 
ing as a Christian mission for some years. 
It asked the church to establish and run 
an institution for the further education 
of men and women. 

Last month the Foreign Mission Com- 
mittee received a letter from the Fingos, 
forwarded through the principal of the 
institution. 

“On the eve of the inauguration of 
the untried Government Bantu Educa- 
tion Act with its implications, the Fingo 
people desire to record ... their grate- 
ful appreciation of the priceless and 
faithful continuous service the church 
has rendered to them since 1875, 
and their unbounded gratitude to the 
people of Scotland for their wonderfully 
unselfish generosity. ... We are sure the 
church and people of Scotland will con- 
tinue their magnanimous contribution to 
the progress and development of the 
Fingos and therefore the black people 
of South Africa generally, to the fullest 
extent that opportunity may offer; and 
we on our side will cooperate to our 
fullest capacity. . . . We believe the Al- 
mighty still disposes where man can only 
plan.” 

The situation which has evoked this 
touching letter affects not only the Fingos 
and the institution at Blythswood, but 
all Christian work in South Africa. 


Autonomy Since 1923 

Since 1820, when the Glasgow Mis- 
sionary Society originated what later be- 
came the South African Mission, Scot- 
land has had a considerable stake in the 
evangelization of the Bantu peoples. In 
1923 the Bantu Presbyterian Church 
came into being—an autonomous body 
formed out of the congregations and pas- 
tors of the Scottish Missions and mod- 
elled to a large extent on the constitu- 
tion of the Church of Scotland. The 


MR. CAMERON is minister of St. John’s 
Church, Dundee, Scotland. He has been a 
regular ccntributor of the newsletter from 
Scotland to The Presbyterian Tribune. 
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Foreign Mission Committee of the 
Church of Scotland, while continuing to 
share in its financial support and the 
supply of European missionaries, has 
encouraged the steady assumption by this 
young church for its own life and for 
the schools and institutions within the 
territory. The fact that the Bantu Pres- 
byterian Church was one of the two ad- 
mitted this year to membership in the 
World Council of Churches reveals the 
extent to which it has developed. 

Even while this stage in autonomy and 
ecumenicity was being recognized at 
Evanston, however, there was looming 
over the Bantu Church a crisis in the 
form of the Bantu Education Act, passed 
last year and now being put into opera- 
tion by the South African government. 
In effect this Act means the transfer of 
African education from the hands of 
churches and missions (which have own- 
ed and operated 4,335 out of 4,570 
schools for Africans), into the hands of 
the government working through com- 
mittees of tribal authorities under the 
Department for Native Affairs. 

The significance of this change in the 
setting of the apartheid policy, needs no 
comment. “We are being forced out of 
our schools and colleges by a policy of 
race discrimination that radically con- 
tradicts the principle which has inspired 
our education work all through the 
years,” said the convener of the Foreign 
Mission Committee at the Commission of 
Assembly in November. 

“We are speaking for the whole church 
when we protest against this policy,” he 
added, and went on to say that a state- 
ment would be sent to the Minister of 
Native Affairs to that effect, and at the 
same time a message of encouragement 
to the Bantu Church. “We will do any- 
thing to show that we are standing in 
with the Bantu Church and that we will 
not forsake them.” 


Three Alternatives 


Meanwhile, what is the Scottish 
Church to do in regard to these institu- 
tions and schools which still depend on 


it for aid and leadership? Close down 
altogether? Continue to run them, which 
would mean assuming full financial re- 
sponsibility without government grant? 
Or cooperate with the government in the 
hope of exercising some mitigating in- 
fluence in the operation of the discrim- 
inatory policy of apartheid? 

The first would be deserting our Bantu 
friends, and the second is far beyond the 
present financial resources of the com- 
mittee. “Within the limits of our purse 
and principles we shall cooperate, ne- 
gotiating for the transfer of schools, and 
(provided the government permits the 
chance of effective Christian impact on 
the students) retaining the hostels and 
appointing chaplains.” 

This is “the end of an auld sang.” 
The oldest of the institutions, Lovedale, 





Ministry to the Nation 
By HENRY WADE DU BOSE 


I favor the adoption of the Plan of 
Union, because: 

1. The three branches of the Presby- 
terian Church concerned already hold 
substantially the same doctrinal stand- 
ards and the same form of government; 

2. I believe in the sincerity and con- 
secration of the ministers and members 
of the other two branches of the church 
as truly as in our own; 

3. Being a citizen of the United States, 
I want the church to which I belong to 
have a ministry to the nation and not 
just a section of it; 

4. When I think of the great and godly 
leaders whom other branches of the Pres- 
byterian Church have produced and hon- 
ored in my day, such men of sound faith 
and deep spirituality as former Modera- 
tors Robert E. Speer, Charles R. Erd- 
man, Stuart Nye Hutcheson, H. Ray 
Anderson, William Hiram Foulkes and 
John A. Mackay, and such younger lead- 
ers as Louis Evans, Ray Lindquist and 
Charles Templeton and a host of others, 
I covet for my branch of the church the 
fellowship and influence of such leaders, 
and I want to share with the other 
branches of the Presbyterian Church the 
leadership of our own great leaders; 

5. I covet too for my church a share 
in the vast program of World Missions 
in which the combined churches would 
participate. 





DR. DU BOSE is one of the best known men 
in the U. S. Church, retiring last year after 
ten years as president of the General Assem- 
bly’s Training School. His pastorates have 
included Versailles, Ky., Government Street, 
Mobile, Ala.; First, Danville, Va.; First, Spar- 
tanburg, S. C.; Highland Park, Dallas, Texas; 
Trinity, Montgomery, Ala. Since his retire- 
ment he has served the First church, Wil- 
mington, N. C. He is making his home in 
Sweet Briar, Va. 
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has served Christ among the Bantus 
since 1841. Other churches are no less 
gravely concerned for the future. Native 
churches like the Bantu Presbyterian 
Church will look to all members of the 
World Council of Churches for help in 
the critical situation that now faces them, 
and there are paragraphs in the Evan- 
ston report on Race Relations which 
should give them ground for hope that 
effective action will be forthcoming. 

The unqualified and vehement stand 
already made on the spot by the bishops 
of Johannesburg and Pretoria and by 
Father Huddleston must be matched by 
corresponding political pressures exer- 
cised by the churches in Britain and else- 
where. 

Meanwhile, the Fingos and others, 
looking to their sister churches in trust- 
ful hope, are strong in a yet surer faith. 
“We believe the Almighty still disposes 
where man can only plan.” 


AUSTIN SEMINARY FELLOWSHIPS—Dean James |. McCord, (left) o 





os 
a 


Austin Seminary congratulates the fellowship winners of the year (I. to r.), 
Wm. R. Wilson, Dallas; Robert J. Sebesta, and Wm. L. Van Auken. 


NOTES FROM A PRESBYTERY MEETING 


Beyond the Mason-Dixon 


N THE morning of September 13 

I prepared for my first presbytery 
meeting in the Presbyterian Church, 
USA. The day started like so many sim- 
ilar days down South. I was met by the 
minister of the local church and then we 
picked up the elder who was to represent 
the church. Our elder was a retired teach- 
er who, like so many of our southern 
officers, could give himself to the work 
of presbytery because his other duties 
were now removed. 

After an hour’s drive we arrived at a 
lovely, village church. The quiet of the 
hamlet, shade trees and cheerful greetings 
seemed to place an early benediction on 
the work of the Court. I soon discovered 
that the pastor of the host church, a fed- 
erated group, is a former United Presby- 
terian who was born and raised on Sem- 
inary Avenue in Richmond, Virginia. I 
met more of my collegues. Here was one 
who had been educated at Vanderbilt, 
another had lived in Tennessee, and a 
third was helping out the sister denom- 
ination by acting as a stated supply of a 
nearby Presbyterian, U. S., congregation. 


Familiar Names 

Presbytery began with a verbal roll 
call and as the names of the churches 
came from the lips of the clerk one had a 
nostalgic memory of home—FEbenezer, 
Argyle, Camp Creek, Fountain Green, 
and Mt. Horeb. After the roll call was 
MR. BROWN was formerly in Atlanta, Ga., 
where he directed Presbyterian student work 
in that area. Last summer he became direc- 
tor of the United Student Christian Founda- 


tion of Western Illinois State College, Ma- 
comb, Ill. 
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By D. MAC BROWN 


completed the Stated Clerk announced the 
presence of the new brother whose cre- 
dentials from the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States was in good order. An 
immediate motion to enroll him was made 
and the moderator had to curtail the 
welcoming speech so an actual vote could 
be taken. 

Being received into presbytery with- 
out the usual examination had a profound 
impression on me. ‘To some of my former 
Southern friends this practice is a de- 
parture from Presbyterianism and the 
loop-hole through which heresy enters. 
To one who has been subjected to two 
Scuthern Presbyterian examinations this 
was the supreme compliment. No one 
doubted my orthodoxy, my credentials 
were respected, and no suspicion was 
cast on my loyalty to the Kingdom or to 
the Presbyterian Church. What a change 
from the typical southern examination in 
which a man seeks to say only those 
things that presbytery wants to hear. 
What a change from the spirit of hyp- 
ocrisy engendered in a man who must 
carefully phrase his words so as to please 
presbytery and yet remain true to his 
convictions. Finally, the elimination of 
the laborious examination left time for 
the unhurried and intelligent considera- 
tion of those organizational details by 
which the church on earth makes its 
witness to the world. 

From the dinner in the church base- 
ment to the final roll call, presbytery 
proceeded in a happy, and_ brotherly 
fashion. Sessional records were read by 


presbytery acting as a Committee of the 
Whole; several Sessions were cited for 
failing to record the opening and closing 
of meetings with prayer—just as in the 
U. S. church. The Communion Service 
was a worshipful experience and the pre- 
siding minister spoke about “God’s Re- 
demptive Love,” and stressed that there 
is no remission of sins without the shed- 
ding of blood. 





No “Front-Porch Presbytery” 


As the day went on I began to notice 
several things. The “front-porch presby- 
tery,” so common in the South, did not 
exist. Can it be that the Northern breth- 
ren are more interested in the work of 
the Court, or is it that the consumption 
of tobacco and Cokes is not so important 
to the economy of this country? Presby- 
tery not only expected its members to stay 
for the entire meeting, but had a final 
roll call to be sure that they did. The 
parity of the eldership was a reality and 
several ruling elders made excellent talks 
on Christian Education, the Pension 
Plan, and Evangelism. 

There are a few organizational differ- 
ences between the two Presbyterian 
churches, but the spirit of devotion to 
the Kingdom of God and the love of the 
Lord Jesus is identical. As I united 
with the Presbytery of Rushville I felt 
no homesickness because I knew from 
the beginning that I was a Presbyterian 
among Presbyterians. “One in hope and 
doctrine, one in charity.” I am looking 
forward to the day when we can also say, 
“We are not divided, all one body 


eo." 








Tribune-Outlook Goals Outlined 


WHILE DECISION TARRIES 


| By JOHN A. MACKAY 


HE announcement of Presbyterian 

cooperation in the field of journalism, 
across our ecclesiastical boundaries, is 
welcome and inspiring news. 

Organic union between the three 
churches of the Reformed family which 
have long aspired to be one, may con- 
ceivably be delayed. But while decision 
tarries, every effort on the part of indi- 
vidual ministers and laymen to achieve 
effective unity in thought and action, 
will be a contribution to the common 
cause. 

Evidence grows that Presbyterians 
who have glimpsed the grandeur of Cal- 
vin’s view of the church as an instrument 
of God’s glory, and not as an idol of 
sectarian pride, are beginning to consoli- 
date their forces for united action. The 
Living Christ, the church’s Head, is man- 
ifestly beckoning all such to follow in his 
train, as he marches along the open high- 
ways and through the dense jungles of 
our time. 

The soul of Christian unity is unity 


in obedience in Christ. It is loyalty to 
Christ’s missionary mandate to preach 
his gospel, to teach his truth, and to bring 
men to his allegiance. It is the baptism 
of men and women in the name of Christ, 
and their nurture in the faith of Christ. 

Happily, cooperative effort of this kind 
can take place on the road of evangelical 
obedience without the previous sanction 
of church judicatories. 

Never can the church be truly the 
church, as distinguished from a sect, 
unless provision is made for the free 
literary expression of evangelical opin- 
ion. This new journalistic project is 
therefore to be hailed with enthusiasm. 
A journal of this kind will be committed 
to the church’s unity and dedicated to 
promote its causes. In doing so it will 
be untrammelled by the veto of any 
church judicatory or the sensitivity of any 
ecclesiastical agency. It will enjoy the 
DR. MACKAY, a former Presbyterian, USA, 


Moderator, is president of Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary. 





right of dissent and of constructive criti- 
cism, within the bounds of loyal com- 
mitment to the church’s constitution and 
tasks. 

Let us also hope that it will stress com- 
mon things that are apt to be forgotten, 
and exalt vital things that tend to be 
unpopular. If it does, it can render an 
incomparable service at the present time. 
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United Nations 


Congratulations on the union of The 
Presbyterian Tribune and The Presby- 
terian Outlook. You set a real example 
in practicing what you preach, which is 
not too easy at any time and is especially 
significant at this time. Never was there 
greater need for united effort on the part 
of all of those who believe in the spiritual 
conception of life as the heritage and 
hope of the people of the world con- 
fronted with atheistic materialism and 
totalitarian tyranny. 

The union of these Presbyterian papers 
is prophetic of the union of all the Pres- 
byterian churches in the United States as 
a part of the spiritual communion of 
peoples around the earth in this time of 
both peril and hope. Presbyterianism, 
Christianity and a worldwide spiritual 
communion are a part of the brotherhood 
of all people under the Fatherhood of 
one God as exemplified in the life, sacri- 
fice and mission of Him who would have 
us all be children of God and brothers 
of men.... 

Frank P. GranamM, United Nations 

Representative for India and Pakistan, 

New York 


Louisiana Leader 


I should like to offer my congratula- 
tions to the leaders of these papers in 
taking this forward step. The service 
rendered the forces of Presbyterianism by 
these two outstanding periodicals will 


now be strengthened, the churches they 
have served be brought more closely to- 
gether, and the entire nation be served. 
All good wishes to the new paper for a 
long period of effective witnessing. 

DorotHy (Mrs. H. D.) HABERYAN. 
Shreveport, La. 


Baltimore Official 


The Presbyterian Outlook-The Presby- 
terian Tribune “shake”! I am delighted 
to know that you are not only shaking 
hands but that you are to be more vitally 
united. As one who has been connected 
with The Presbyterian Tribune for many 
years and for a long time an earnest 
reader of The Presbyterian Outlook, I 
am most happy to see this merger. I feel 
that it will serve a real purpose in the 
dissemination of news and opinions be- 
tween the two great branches of the Pres- 
byterian Church, which we all devoutly 
hope will soon become united. 

WALTER R. CREMEANS, 
General Presbyter 
Baltimore, Md. 


North Carolina Leader 


Please let me congratulate you and the 
Presbyterian Outlook on the forthcoming 
merger of The Presbyterian Outlook and 
The Presbyterian Tribune. The oppor- 
tunity thus provided to give national cir- 
culation to The Outlook is most signi- 
ficant and, I am sure, will bear much 
fruit in the continued progress of the 
Presbyterian Church. That a USA and a 


U.S. Presbyterian paper are merging at 
this time has important implications for 
the union issue which is before us. 
I wish you every success in the en- 
larged service to Presbyterians. 
HALBERT M. JONES. 
Laurinburg, N. C. 


USA Women Leaders 


We rejoice with you in this joining of 
the “voices” of two strong members of 
our Presbyterian family. It is another 
step toward fulfillment of that goal for 
which we hope this year. We shall watch 
with understanding encouragement as the 
new vitality of combined forces begins 
to make itself apparent in progressive 
leadership and vigorous witness. Our 
prayers join with yours that we may soon 
be united in one body in Christ. 

Grace (Mrs. J. R.) SALSBURY. 

President, National Council of 

Women’s Organizations 
Kansas City, Mo. 


It is cause for rejoicing that two such 
outstanding papers are uniting. I am 
sure it will be a means of strengthening 
the efforts for reunion of Presbyterian 
bodies. It also can bring church mem- 
bers throughout the nation a fair and 
fearless presentation of facts pertaining 
to the problems which face us in these 
crucial times. 

GERTRUDE W. (Mrs. John M.) IRVINE. 
Former Women’s President 
Wexford, Pa. 
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TARGET FOR CRACKPOTS (I) 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


Do not believe every spirit, but test the 
spirits—I John 4:1. 


HE PRESENT writer has been in 

touch with Saint George. This is 
probably not a unique privilege, since 
the communications we have from the 
-aint have all been mimeographed. Even 
the saint’s signature, cemplete with cross, 
is mimeographed. 

The State of New York advertises it- 
self as the “state that has everything,” 
and this must be true, since Saint 
George’s address is on a form up there. 
He is a pyramidologist; it is hard to get 
any clear meaning out of his excited 
bulletins, but he wants all “leaders of 
Righteousness” (for so we have the honor 
to be addressed) to keep their eyes on the 
Great Pyramid. Something was coming 
out of it August 20, 1953. 

It is more than a year now and noth- 
ing except King Khafu’s dreamboat 
has emerged. 

Saint George is not the only prophet 
who has our name and address. More 
recently we have heard (in seven pages) 
from the ‘‘Great Teacher’? somewhere in 
the celestial regions, and also received a 
two-page epistle purporting to come from 
Christ himself. 

The sad fact seems to be that we are 
a target for crackpots. Yet one may take 
comfort from the thought that perhaps 
it was not one’s personal vulnerability to 
madness that prompted these ghostly en- 
cyclicals, but the mere fact that one’s 
name is to be found on the minister’s 
list in a church publication. 

Ministers, in short, are a ready-made 
“sucker list.” It is not in our personal 
capacities or incapacities that we are ad- 
dressed by these voices from the shades, 
but more as representatives of the church. 
(At least, this we may venture to hope.) 


F THIS be the case, it is nothing new. 

Religion has always been a target for 
crackpots. For one Jeremiah there were 
uncounted false prophets. For one true 
Messiah there were any number of false 
ones. Simon Peter had his Simon Magus. 
The writings of Paul and John bear 
abundant testimony to the presence of 
crackpots in the early church. They 
“talked pious,” they claimed divine au- 
thority, they had their pipe-lines to God. 
The whole church was nearly swamped 
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at one time by an imposing movement 
which, as we look back on it, seems noth- 
ing short of ridiculous, but which had 
vast prestige in some quarters: the Gnos- 
tics. They were the people “in the know,” 
they were the unlockers of secrets, they 
know the deep things of God. So they 
claimed; but when we take a cool look 
at what they said, we can see how totally 
silly the whole thing was. Yet it is a 
sobering thought that the church nearly 
gave in to the crackpots. 


As a modern philosopher has re- 
marked, nothing so fascinates the hu- 
man mind as nonsense reinforced by 
technicalities. 


So all down the line of church history. 
There were the Montanists, expecting 
their local Perpugia (the ancient Po- 
dunk) to be the New Jerusalem; the 
ascetics (still not an extinct race), sleep- 
ing in cold wells bolt upright, and wear- 
ing tacks in their underwear, all for the 
glory of God and the mortification of the 
flesh; there was the man who in 1914 
sold his two-story house for $100, on the 
theory that $100 would be all he would 
need till the return of Christ. (Inci- 
dentally the greatest bargain we ever 
missed.) There are the people who iden- 
tify Sin with Paint on the Fingernails, 
and Salvation with No Paint. Has there 
ever been a time or place when religion 
was not a target for crackpots? 

Pages could be covered with examples 
of ways in which religion has been made 
ridiculous by its parodists. 


OME sober-minded people, seeing 
what swarms of odd characters fly in 
and out of the gospel hive, renounce the 
whole business of religion. Some psy- 
chiatrists view interest in religion, and 
especially any inclination to enter the 
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Christian ministry, as prima facie evi- 
dence of some twist in the mind. Min- 
isters themselves, perhaps better than 
anyone else, are aware of the crackpots 
even in the ministry. 

Yet we should not, and we do not, draw 
the conclusions of the skeptical historian 
or psychiatrist. For it is not only reli- 
gion that is a target for crackpots. Take 
that very precise and impersonal field 
of science; one would suppose that only 
the most soberly sane people could take 
an interest in it. And yet, considering 
the efforts made to do what has been 
shown to be impossible, such as squar- 
ing the circle or producing perpetual mo- 
tion; considering the Patent Office’s dis- 
plays of inventions which were good 
enough to be patented but never good 
enough to be of any use; one might al- 
most add, considering some of the theories 
once held by reputable scientists, now 
seen to be as absurd as anything Saint 
George of New York State can dream up 
—it is clear that science has likewise its 
camp-following of crackpots. 

Even business, that hard-headed and 
cold-blooded pursuit as it is reputed to 
be, is afflicted by too many persons whose 
imagination goes beyond the facts, and 
whose enthusiasms about financial mi- 
rages have led thousands into bank- 
tuptcy’s desert. 

Just as science has to guard itself 
from pseudo-science, just as Better Busi- 
ness Bureaus are on the lookout against 
fast-talking peddlers of pills and prom- 
ises, so religion has to be on its guard 
against its own lunatic fringe. 

But this does not mean that religion 
is nonsense, any more than wildcat gold 
stocks prove that business is all a fraud, 
or than astrology demonstrates that as- 
tronomy is something for the dream- 
books. 

True religion is true because it is in- 
spired by the God who is Truth. To 
know him as he is revealed in Christ 
is to be proof against the prophets of the 
unreal. 
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ROCKEFELLER GIVES 20 MILLION 
FOR THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 


New York (rRNs)—John D. Rocke- 
feller, Jr., has given $20,000,000 in se- 
curities to strengthen and develop Prot- 
estant theological education in the 
United States. The gift is believed to be 
the largest single grant ever made for 
religious training purposes. 

It was presented to the Sealantic Fund, 
a corporation Mr. Rockefeller set up 
here in 1938 to administer some of the 
gifts in his general philanthropic pro- 
gram. 

In a letter to the fund announcing his 
gift, Mr. Rockefeller said: 

“I am giving to your corporation as of 
this date securities having a present mar- 
ket value of approximately $20,000,000. 
The purpose of the gift is to strengthen 
and develop Protestant theological educa- 
tion in this country.” 


Dana S. Creel, director of the Sealantic 
Fund, said that “the fund has plans 
pretty well under way for use of the 
money, but the plans are not yet complete 
and there can be no further announce- 
ment at this time.” 

He said it is up to the fund’s board 
of directors to determine distribution of 
grants “within terms of reference estab- 
lished by the donor.” 

An announcement from Mr. Rocke- 
feller’s office said his gift reflected an 
extension of Mr. Rockefeller’s long- 
standing interest in theological educa- 
tion. 

In December 1953, Mr. Rockefeller 
made a gift of $1,000,000 in securities 
toward revitalizing Harvard University’s 
Divinity School. 

In recent years he also has made sub- 
stantial grants to such schools as Union 
Theological Seminary here and Yale Di- 
vinity School in New Haven, Conn. 


Van Dusen Comments 
Commenting on the $20,000,000 gift, 
Henry P. Van Dusen, president of Union 
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Theological Seminary, said it “will have 
an immediate and significant effect in 
strengthening the training of Protestant 
ministers.” 

“Mr. Rockefeller’s munificent gift,” 
he said, “‘seems to evidence a re-quick- 
ening in his mind of an interest in lift- 
ing standards of leadership for the 
churches which had been expressed in 
earlier substantial gifts to a number of 
theological institutions. 

“In this respect, I believe Mr. Rocke- 
feller’s interest is representative of a very 
marked and rapidly-mounting apprecia- 
tion of the central function of the 
churches in the world’s life today and of 
the vital significance of the role of the 
clergy in their leadership. And it is to 
be hoped that, as has happened many 
times in the past, Mr. Rockefeller’s splen- 
did generosity will lead others to lend 
new support to this cause which has 
claimed his interest.” 

Dr. Van Dusen said he was confident 
that he voiced the sentiment of the lead- 
ers of theological education in this coun- 
try in expressing ‘“‘profound gratitude for 
this forward-looking and timely action.” 

The seminary head said the $20,000,- 
000 gift reflected the interest of the 
Rockefeller family generally in theologi- 
cal education. 

He recalled that last April the Rocke- 
feller Foundation awarded $525,000 to 
Union Theological Seminary (N. Y.) for 
a program of advanced religious studies 
to be made available to vounger religious 
leaders from abroad. 

Shortly after this, John D. Rockefeller 
III gave the seminary a $250,000 gift to 
set up a Harry Emerson Fosdick Visit- 
ing Professorship, honoring the pastor 
emeritus of Riverside church here who 
was emeritus professor at Union. Dr. 
George M. MacLeod, founder and direc- 
tor of the Iona Community in Scotland, 
was chosen as the first appointee to the 
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Fosdick professorship for this year. 
Earlier in 1954, the Rockefeller Broth- 
ers Fund pledged $300,000 for a three- 
year program of one-year fellowships to 
encourage college students to consider 
the ministry as a career. This program 
is under the sponsorship of the American 
Association of Theological Schools. Dr. 
Van Dusen is chairman of the executive 
committee of the fellowship fund. 
“These five independent grants, total- 
ling more than 22 million dollars, from 
one family in less than two years,” Dr. 
Van Dusen said “underscores the mount- 
ing interest in theological education.” 


MOVIE OF THE MONTH* 





Romeo and Juliet 


Adapted for the Screen and Directed 
by Renato Castellani. A J. Arthur Rank 
Organization Presentation. Released 
through United Artists. 

An elaborate Technicolor portrayal of 
Shakespeare’s drama captures attention 
from the very first line of its prologue 
flawlessly spoken by the English actor 
John Gielgud and which gives a concise 
synopsis of the play. 

Renato Castellani who has adapted 
this classic to the screen and directed its 
execution has edited the original to con- 
form more harmoniously to modern tech- 
niques while preserving the main portion 
of the text, adding much to its visual 
beauty in enlarging the scope of the set- 
tings. This is one of the advantages of 
the mobile camera following extended 
action. Italian streets scenes, a market 
place with its varied and colorful wares, 
a venetian palace, a village church, an 
old cloister, the cathedral in Verona and 
a tomb under its basilica, the cathedral 
square in Siena lend the background of 
mellowed color which five centuries have 
painted for the authentic stage of the 
drama. Against their rose tinted and 
graying walls, the constituted Renais- 
sance costumes in rich velvets, exquisitely 
embroidered and bejeweled brocades seem 
to bring to life the paintings and frescoes 
which have inspired them. For instance, 
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Juliet’s gown in a ball scene is copied 
from Boticelli’s ““E Primavera.” 

Dramatically, the story of the ill-fated 
lovers unfolds in a superb performance, 
charmingly done, beautifully acted, clear- 
ly and meaningfully enunciated, with a 
fitting musical background composed by 
Roman Vlad and appropriate to the times 
depicted. 

The choice of the cast is fortunate. 
Laurence Harvey is a young, impulsive, 
romantic Romeo. Juliet is relatively un- 
known Susan Shentall as an adolescent 
girl, early matured by love. Other char- 
acterizations are felicitous, especially 
those of the nurse and of Friar Laurence 
played with knowing skill by Flora Rob- 
son and Mervyn Johns. 

This is Shakespeare brought to its 
richest realization, a production of which 
the Bard of Avon might well be proud. 
It will appeal to all in its magnificence. 
It points once more to the futility of hate 
which ends in destruction. This is 
brought forcibly in the funeral scene 
when the vaulted arches of the cathedral 
echo with the doomed words of “Misery! 
Misery!” For: Family. 


Dr. E. Z. Browne 


I believe in reunion of the churches, 
as it will be blessed of the Holy Spirit 
and have a transforming effect in our 
lives. 

The cause that made a division into 
a U.S. and a USA Presbyterian Church 
is in the past and should be forgotten. 

Some say that this cause was tension 
and strife of the Civil War, and that 
the members of the General Assembly of 
1861 from the Confederate States could 
not see eye-to-eye with the members who 
belonged to the Union. Others say NO! 
It was a greater thing than that! It was 
over the great question of separation of 
church and state, set off by the spark of 
the Gardiner Spring Resolution! 

Whatever the sad cause was, I repeat, 
it is of the past and should be forgotten 
by those of our generation, who love the 
Master’s Cause. 

For how can we walk the Emmaus 
Way of companionship with him, and 
“have our heart burn within us,” if we 
ignore his command in this regard? Let 
us hear it again, as told by the Apostle 
Matthew: “Therefore if thou bring thy 
gift to the altar, and there rememberest 
that thy brother hath ought against thee; 
leave there thy gift before the altar and 
go thy way; first be reconciled to thy 
brother, and then come and offer thy 
gift” (Matt. 5:23-24). 

I finish as I began, if we—from our 
hearts—do this, the Holy Spirit will work 
a transformation in our hearts and lives 
and Christ’s Name will be glorified in the 
church. 

DR. BROWNE, an elder of First church, New 
Orleans, La., was a commissioner to the 1954 


General Assembly of the U. S. Church. He 
is a physician. 
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BIBLE SOCIETY AWARDS—David Munroe Cory (right) here receives the 
New York Bible Society’s annual award for his part in translating portions 
of the Bible in the Iroquois tongue, for his service to the churches of Brook- 
lyn as a volunteer hospital chaplain and for his services to various racial 
settlements surrounding the Cuyler Presbyterian Church which he served. 
Dr. Cory, now executive secretary of the Brooklyn Council of Churches, 
is presented the award by Carl L. Cleaver (left) of the Society. Next to him 
Sandy R. Ray, Baptist minister, and Dorothy Bostic, director of the Little 
School, who also received an award. 
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RADIO & TV 


U. S. Church Has 


Evangelistic Series 

The Radio and Television division of 
the Presbyterian, U. S., Board of Church 
Extension is featuring two radio series. 
One running currently has an evange- 
listic theme, “Find Life with God.” 
Charles B. Templeton, Presbyterian, 
USA, director of evangelism, opened the 
series and Louis H. Evans, Presbyterian, 
USA, minister-at-large, closes it. The 
fourteen 15-minute programs are avail- 
able on tape for any station that will 
schedule them. Address: 341-B Ponce 
de Leon Ave., N. E., Atlanta 5, Ga. The 
spring and summer series will feature the 
Presbyterian phase of the Protestant 
Hour, carried over a large network. 


Peale on Five-a-Week 
NBC Question Program 


The National Broadcasting Company 
is launching a Norman Vincent Peale 
five-times-weekly question and answer 
program at a morning hour. From the 
questions sent to him by listeners, he 
will reply to the ones he considers ‘‘most 
typical” in reflecting problems of large 
segments of the population. He is also 
NBC’s “Art of Living” preacher over a 
Sunday network. 
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Right Out of the Bible. “With Fos- 
ter Dulles as Secretary of State prin- 
ciples will be right out of the Bible. That 
suits me.” President Eisenhower as 
quoted by Stanley High in The Reader’s 
Digest.. Incidentally, who will question 
the Dulles thesis that America’s really 
serious deficit today is not in material 
things but in her spiritual development? 

Closer to the Cross. Is there any 
area of life where pride of personal opin- 
ion is more pronounced or more destruc- 
tive than in the field of religion? “Since 
my interpretation of the Bible must be 
right, yours must be wrong.” As a re- 
sult, we have several hundred Protestant 
denominations or sects, and unworthy 
division within our own Presyterian fam- 
ily. The heart of God must be made sick 
by our disagreement. Is Jesus Christ not 
enough? Is the Cross not a high enough 
goal? Not until we all love Christ more 
and draw closer to his Cross will our 
pride of opinion and our divisions dis- 
appear. 

Leaven in the Lump. Keligicn must 
not tolerate a static condition of society. 
Sin must always be fought and a never- 
ending battle must be waged against in- 
justice and affirmatively for a more 
Christian culture. We Christians are 
to be the “leaven” that improves the 
whole social “lump.” There is not great- 
er danger to religion than the complacency 
and the status quo philosophy of those 
who derive material advantage from pre- 
venting social progress. Unfortunately 
such complacent people are often the 
more influential leaders in the commu- 
nity. 

Social Progress. Misguided thinking 
leads some people to fear that social 
progress means socialism. The greatness 
of America is due in no small measure 
to the freedom of men and to their ability, 
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because of their freedom, to work where 
they please and devote their talents to 
serving where they think they can best 
serve. The strongest nation on earth 
was built by men who blazed a trail 
through a wilderness and who had no 
government to tell them what trails to 
blaze. America has made an enormous 
contribution to human welfare by demon- 
strating that human initiative does not 
need to be stifled and that selfish men 
who would use their freedom and initia- 
tive to hurt others can be controlled by 
legislative and judicial processes. Con- 
stant vigilance and a willingness to im- 
prove society are indispensable if our 
precious freedoms are to be preserved. 
Otherwise some form of regimentation 
to protect the many against the few is 
inevitable. A dynamic Christian de- 
mocracy is the only real answer to the 
Russian type of communism, which is a 
dictatorial type of socialism. 

Religious Unity. “The great religions 
all teach . . . the worth of the individual 
and his capacity to grow nearer to God. 
And they all agree on the principle of 
unity, the unity of the universe, the unity 
of the human family.”——-Edward R. Mur- 
row. Yet we Presbyterians, professed 
followers of Jesus Christ, have difficulty 
in getting together. What must the non- 
Christian world think of us? 

Confucius and Politics. To live in 
Washington is to be inspired by seeing 
the wheels of American democracy turn 
around and to be discouraged by the 
cheap politics sometimes found in high 
places. Great indeed is the need for 
more Christian men in government. Con- 
fucius, like Plato, aimed at idealism in 
government, but he warned that a ruler 
cannot govern well unless he can rule 
his own family well, and he cannot rule 
his family well unless he has wisdom, 
understanding and a clean heart. Jesus 
Christ had the real answer: men who put 
God first in their lives. There are too 
many politicians who put votes first and 
too many voters who forget about their 
discipleship when they cast their votes. 
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THE GRACE OF GOD 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for February 6, 1955 
1 John 4:10; Ephesians 2:4-9; Titus 2:11-14 


Grace is one of the great words in the 
New Testament and in our theological 
and religious vocabulary. We find it in 
our devotional literature and in our 
hymnals. At the close of our Sunday 
worship we are customarily dismissed 
with the familiar benediction: “The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.” But what do we 
mean by grace? 

A Catholic Dictionary defines habitual 
or saving grace as “‘an absolutely super- 
natural quality, intrinsically and per- 
manently inhering in the soul, by which 
we are made friends of God, adopted 
sons, coheirs with Christ, ‘partakers of 
the divine nature.’ It is a created and 
finite habit, not to be identified with the 
Holy Ghost, indwelling in the souls of the 
just....” This quality or habit of the 
soul is received through baptism and 
strengthened or reinforced by the addi- 
tional sacraments, as performed in the 
Roman Catholic Church. This is the 
view of grace which developed in the 
Catholic Church generations after Christ 
and is now imposed upon believers by 
the authoritative voice of the church. 
It is a view which makes men absolutely 
dependent upon the church—the Roman 
Catholic Church—for salvation. 

But it is not the Biblical nor the Protes- 
tant view. 

It is agreed by all that the English 
word “grace” comes from the Latin 
“gratia,” which means primarily, favor. 
The Latin “gratia” is a translation of 
the Greek “charis” which signifies prop- 
erly “that which gives pleasure, so that 
it stands both for that which gives pleas- 
ure and for the pleasure that is given, the 
kindness shown and the gratitude created 
in the giving” (cf. Luke 4:22). 

Grace is used in the New Testament 
with different shades of meaning, but 
usually to describe God’s free and 
wholly unmerited favor to man in 
and through Jesus Christ, more speci- 
fically, ‘‘“God’s redemptive love which is 
always active to save sinners and main- 
tain them in proper relationship with 
him” (N. H. Snaith in A Theological 
Word Book of the Bible). Other uses 
of the word are derivative from this pri- 
mary and fundamental meaning. Thus 
Paul uses “grace” sometimes almost as 
a synonym for the Holy Spirit, through 
whom God’s redemptive love is applied 
to the hearts of men, and through whom 
the redeemed sinner is able to carry out 
God’s will for his life (cf. I Cor. 15:10). 
It is in this sense “power of a holy life,” 
that “grace” was developed in the 
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church’s thought after New ‘Testament 
times. And unfortunately, this power 
in time lost its inseparable connection 
with God’s redemptive love in Christ, 
ceased to be the personal power of the 
Holy Spirit released in men’s lives 
through faith in Jesus Christ, and came 
to be regarded rather as an impersonal 
power which the ecclesiastical hierarchy 
could bestow—or—withhold—through 
the sacraments. 

In the three Scripture passages chosen 
for our study we have a clear presenta- 
tion of the New Testament doctrine of 
“grace” in its basic and fundamental 
sense. 


I. Herein Is Love, | John 4:10 


The word ‘“‘grace” does not occur in 
I John 4:10; nonetheless it is grace of 
which he speaks: “In this is love, not 
that we loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the expiation for 
our sins.” 

“In this is love. . . .” John means 
that in this we see what love really is, 
or perhaps better that in this God proves 
or manifests his love. Moffatt brings out 
this thought in his translation of Romans 
5:8, “God proves his love for us by this, 
that Christ died for us when we were 
still sinners,” and again in his transla- 
tion of I Jn. 3:16, “We know what love 
is by this, that he laid down his life for 
us.” 

“In this is love, not that we loved 
God. . . .”. We do love God, but our 
love is imperfect at best, and it is sec- 
ondary, not primary, interested rather 
than disinterested, we love God because 
he first loved us, our love is an imper- 
fect response to his perfect love. 

“Tn this is love, not that we loved God 
but that he loved us and sent his Son. .. .” 
God’s love, or God’s grace, the term more 
frequently employed, is manifest in the 
gift of his Son, including his life but 
especially his death and its consequences, 
“In this is love, not that we loved God 
but that he loved us and sent his Son to 
be the expiation for our sins.” 

“Propitiation (or expiation),” says 
Robert Law, “can mean but one thing: 
that which in some way expiates the 
guilt of sin, which restores sinful of- 
fenders to God by rendering their sin 
null and inoperative as a barrier to fel- 
lowship with him. The fundamental im- 
plication is that not until the moral fact 
of sin is dealt with can the relations of 
God and man be established on a per- 
manent moral basis. It is through this 
channel of the suffering and death of 
Christ that the life giving stream which 


arises in the heart of the Eternal Love” 
enters into the life of man. 


Il. By Grace Have You Been Saved 

through Faith, Eph. 2:49 

In the Bible the word “salvation” (or 
the verb “save”) was not a technical 
theological term. It was a term used in 
ordinary speech referring to deliverance 
from some sort of evil. The particular 
evils from which one was delivered or 
saved might and did differ, and must be 
made clear by the speaker or writer. In 
the present instance the context clearly 
shows the kind of salvation Paul is 
thinking about. It is not rescue from 
poverty and pain (as some ancient Jews 
thought, and as some modern cultists are 
emphasizing today); it is not deliver- 
ance from the power of an alien nation 
(as some patriots thought then and now) ; 
it is not primarily escape from future tor- 
ment (though that is certainly included) ; 
it is rather deliverance from spiritual 
death here and now, from a life of sin- 
ful self-indulgence which can end in the 
eternal death of the soul. ‘‘We were dead, 

. ,”’ says Paul; “God made us alive.” 

‘“‘We were dead through our trespasses” 
—hblind, insensible, dead to the life- 
giving activities of the Holy Spirit. “God 
made us alive together with Christ... .” 
The claim here is that believers do even 
now in this life experience the trans- 
forming life of the risen Christ. ‘God 
made us alive together with Christ and 
raised us up with him, and made us to 
sit with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus. . . .” Paul does not say 
that God will raise us up, that he will 
make us to sit in the heavenly places, 
but that he has raised us up, he does 
even now make us to sit. He is of course 
speaking metaphorically. We have a 
real and genuine foretaste of the heav- 
enly life even now. This is in accord- 
ance with the promise of Jesus, as re- 
corded in Mark 10:29: “Truly I say 
to you, there is no one who has left 
house, or brothers or sisters or mother 
or father or children or lands for my sake 
and for the gospel, who will not receive 
a hundredfold now in this time”; but, 
Jesus added, in order that we might not 
be misled, “with persecutions.” 

A few years ago The Christian Cen- 
tury carried a description of one of Amer- 
ica’s outstanding churches, the Mount 
Olivet Lutheran Church of Minneapolis. 

Wrote the editors: 

“A great many people willingly—even 
eagerly—affirm that their lives have been 
changed as a result of the ministry of Mt. 
Olivet. The church is appropriately 
named. Like the ‘green hill far away,’ it 
is a place of spiritual travail made vic- 
torious by the love and power of God. One 
cannot talk with its members, as our 
editors did, without discovering that this 
church is making a tremendous difference 
in their lives. 

“Women gratefully describe how homes 


once broken have been re-established on 
a solid foundation of enduring affection. 
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Former alcoholics eagerly tell of their 
liberation from the living death of abject 
addiction. Men who once suffered the 
tortures of mental or nervous breakdown 
quietly affirm that this church has helped 
them to recover wholeness and peace of 
mind. Once indifferent people who ac- 
knowledge that they were sunk in self- 
centered materialism declare that here 
they have found the real meaning of 
work. Young people speak of the church 
with love and serve through it with de- 
votion. . Lives are being transformed 
through the work of this church.” 


This fact, the writers proceeded to em- 
phasize, was the real secret of the 
church’s continued growth. 

What is now happening in this great 
church in Minneapolis is happening to 
a greater or less extent in every church 
in America where the gospel is truly 
preached. And it is this sort of thing 
Paul had in mind when he wrote, ‘““When 
we were dead... 


(God) made us alive. 


But the salvation of which Paul writes 
is not confined to this life. God ‘made 
us alive together with Christ . . . and 
made us to sit with him . . . that in the 
coming ages he might show the immeas- 
urable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus.” And that 
future manifestation of God’s love can 
neither be measured nor described. 

Paul traces this salvation back to God 
who chose us in Christ before the foun- 
dation of the world (1:4), who made us 
alive with Christ; who raised us up and 
made us to sit with Christ in the heav- 
enly places (2:4-5). We are his work- 
manship, he concludes in 2:10. 

What prompts God to save man from 
moral and spiritual death? It is his 
mercy (vs. 4), his love (vs. 4), his kind- 
ness (vs. 7), his grace (vss. 7-8), says 
Paul. Kindness is goodwill displayed 
toward any one of God’s creatures; mercy 
describes the divine pity for feeble, suf- 
fering men; love, his overwhelming de- 
sire for men’s total good; but grace, 
Paul’s favorite word for describing the 
source of our salvation, is a greater word 
than any of these. It is kindness, but 
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kindness toward the undeserving; it is 
mercy, but while “‘mercy forgives sin and 
rescues the sinner from eternal darkness 
and death,” grace “floods with affection 
the sinner who has deserved anger and 
resentment.” It is love, but a love which 
passes beyond all claims to love, a “love 
which, after fulfilling the obligations 
imposed by law, has an unexhausted 
wealth of kindness” still. (Dale) 

“The apostle is not content with stating 
the great truth once for all. He states it 
affirmatively and then negatively; then 
affirmatively again and closes with a final 
negation. ‘By grace have ye been saved,’ 
and to exclude the possibility of missing 
his meaning he adds, ‘not of yourselves.’ 
This is not enough: ‘It is the gift of 
God’; nor is this enough; to make it clear 
that the gift is absolutely free, he adds, 
‘not of works that no man should glory.’ 
Even now he is not satisfied; the good 
works which are possible to us cannot be 
the ground and condition of salvation, for 
they are its result: ‘We are his workman- 
ship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works which God afore prepared that we 
should walk in them.’” 

Paul is determined that Christians 
shall realize that it is God’s power which 
works within them, that salvation is a 
gift of God’s grace and not a result of his 
own efforts. He also makes it clear here 
as elsewhere that faith is necessary for 
the working of his power in our lives. 
We are saved by grace through faith 
(vs. 8). Faith is the condition, the 
medium, the instrument, the channel, 
and we should note very carefully, as 
over against the Roman Catholic claim 
that Ged’s saving grace can be secured 
only through the sacraments administered 
by priests in obedience to Rome, that 
faith is the only condition, the only 
medium, the only instrument, the only 
channel. Faith is our acceptance of the 
gift which God is ready to bestow, but 
will never force upon us against our will. 

What does God expect our salvation 
to accomplish? He has raised us up with 
Christ and made us to sit with him in 
the heavenly places, says Paul, that in 
the ages to come he might show the ex- 
ceeding riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus (vs. 7). That 
is, only eternity can reveal what God 
has in store for us through Christ. For 
the present, it transcends all description. 
But this much is apparent now—we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good (vs. 10). Good works—the man- 
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ifestations of our love toward God and 
man are the outcome, not the cause of our 
salvation; but because they are the out- 
come, they are also the test of our salva- 
tion. If faith does not produce good 
works, better, if faith does not allow 
the love, the mercy, the grace of God to 
produce good works, then it is not saving 
faith. 

lll. The Grace of God Has Appear- 

ed, Titus 2:11-14 

In his letter to Titus, Paul repeats the 
thought of Ephesians 2:4-9 in slightly 
different languages. 

Grace is once more the redemptive love 
of God in Christ. That grace has ap- 
peared in the person, including the life 
and death, of Jesus Christ, for the sal- 
vation of all men—that is, it is a univer- 
sal offer to which all men may respond. 

In vs. 12 salvation is defined first 
negatively and then positively. 

“The gospel is thus seen to be not a 
mere offer of escape from punishment but 
a means of changing the whole character 
ahd conduct into harmony with the will 
of God.” 

Negatively, the grace of God trains us 
to renounce irreligion and worldly pas- 
sions. Irreligion (Rsv) or ungodliness 
(xJv) is forgetfulness of God in worship 
and service. This is always accompanied 
by wordly passions, the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eye, and the pride of life. 
More positively, the grace of God trains 
us to live sober, upright and godly lives, 
ie., to live prudently toward himself, 
righteously toward others, and piously 
toward God. 

Salvation then is a present possession, 
as in Ephesians, but Paul emphasizes 
once again that its consummation is 
found in the life beyond. The Christian 
lives in expectation of “the appearing or 
manifestation of the glory of our great 
God and Savior Jesus Christ.” Does 
Paul here refer to Jesus as Savior and 
God? That would seem to be the plain 
meaning of his words, but elsewhere 
Jesus is the Son of God, and so there 
are many who think that it is the glory 
of God, the Father, and of God, the Son, 
for which we look. 

But here as in Ephesians Paul would 
not have our future hopes turn us aside 
from our present obligation. We are 
never to forget that Christ gave himself 
for us “to redeem us from all iniquity 
(i.e., to deliver us from the power as 
well as the guilt of sin) and to purify 
for himself a people of his own who are 
zealous for good deeds.” 

As we hear the familiar words of the 
benediction Sunday after Sunday, “The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ . . . be 
with you all,” we might recall these 
words of Paul to Titus. It is the gospel 
in a nutshell, as good a summary of the 
grace of God in Jesus Christ as we shall 
find. 
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BOOK NOTES 


The publishing schedule of Westmin- 
ster Press is as follows: 
Pastoral Preaching. 

Lennan, Dec., $2.50. 

Interpreting Paul’s Gospel (1954 
Sprunt Lectures). A. M. Hunter, Mar. 
14, $2.50. 

The Task of Christian Education. D. 
Campbell Wyckoff. Mar. 14, $2.75. 

Men Who Shape Belief: Major Voices 
in American Theology, Vol. II. David 
Wesley Soper. Mar. 14, $3.50. 

How to Be an Effective Church Wom- 
an. Carolyn P. (Mrs. A. W.) Black- 
wood. Mar. 28, $2.50. 

How Christian Parents Face Family 
Problems. J.C. Wynn. Mar. 28, $2.50. 

A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy 
Life. Wm. Law. Abridged by John W. 
Meister. Mar. 28, $2.50. 

Portrait of Calvin. T. H. L. Parker. 
May, 23, $2. 

The Unity of the Bible. 
ley. May 23, $2.50. 

Prophetic Realism and the Gospel: A 
Preface to Biblical Theology. John Wick 
Bowman. May 23, $4.75. 

Augustine: Confessions and Enchiri- 
dion. Edited by Albert C. Outler. Li- 
brary of Christian Classics, Vol. VII. 
May 23, $5. 

Augustine: Later Works. John Bur- 
naby, ed. Library of Christian Classics, 
Vol. VIII. May 23, $5. 

Youth Fellowship Kit, Vol. 13. Vol. 
13. June 1, $3. 

Junior-Hi Kit, No. 12. June 1, $2.50. 

Westminster Vacation Church School 
Sertes, 1955. Jan. 3. 





David A. Mac- 


H. H. Row- 
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Westminster’s juvenile list, with inter- 
ested ages, follows (all prices $2.75): 

Baron of the Bull Pen. Dick Friend- 
lich. Junior Literary Guild. (12-17) 
Mar. 14. 

Mystery of the Isle of Skye. Phyllis 
A. Whitney. (9-12) Mar. 14. 

Broad Stripes and Bright Stars. Ma- 
rion M. Brown. (10-14) Mar. 14. 

The Captain’s Secret. Harriet Weed 
Hubbell. (10-15) Mar. 14. 

Daystar. Amelia E. Walden. (12-17) 
Mar. 28. 

The Boy from Nowhere. 
son. (12-17) Mar. 28. 

Campus Melody. Anne Emery (12-17) 
Mar. 28. 


Riner Glea- 
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Sounds interesting . . . a Macmillan 
book, scheduled for March at $3.50, A 
Layman’s Guide to Protestant Theology. 
It promises to explain in non-technical 
language such trends and movements at 
Orthodoxy, Fundamentalism, Conserva- 
tism, Liberalism and Neo-Orthodoxy. 
“The book closes with a chapter that 
summarizes results and hazards some 
cautious forecasts of the future.” 
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THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE, Volume Ill. 
Abingdon Press, Nashville and New York, 
1198 pp., $8.75. 

Volume three of the Interpreter’s Bible 
provides us with an introduction, an 
exegesis, an exposition, and the text in 
the King James and Revised Standard 
Versions of eight important books of the 
Old Testament—I and II Kings and 
II Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther 
and Job. 

Contributors to this volume are some 
of the outstanding Old Testament 
scholars of cur day and some of our most 
renowned expositors of Scripture—Nor- 
man H. Snaith, W.A.L. Elmslie, Ray- 
mond A. Bowman, Bernard W. Ander- 
son; Ralph W. Sockman, Raymond 
Calkins, Charles W. Gilkey, Arthur C. 
Lichtenberger, and Paul Scherer. 

These men look at the Bible from the 
standpoint of modern historical scholar- 
ship. I and II Kings mix with their 
history a series of “wonder stories” (es- 
pecially those associated with the name 
of Elisha), “belonging to another age 
than ours.” I and II Chronicles give us 
not history, but “theology,” “drama,” 
written not to describe what was, but 
“what should be” in a parable of “his- 
tory.” In Ezra and Nehemiah the 
chronology is mixed, the facts frequently 
confused. Esther is to be read as a 
parable. Job is a lyrical meditation, 
with dramatis personae, dealing with 
the meaning of life and religion. 

The contributors to this volume are 
scholars, but reverent scholars, utilizing 
scholarship and its tools to elucidate the 
historical revelation of God reaching 
it culmination in Christ. To aid them 
and us in the understanding of these 
books the exegetes call upon archaelogy, 
history, textual, grammatical and literary 
studies of other scholars in addition to 
their own; the expositors add to their 
own spiritual understanding and insight 
that of poets, dramatists, psychologists, 
and preachers. 

Professor Snaith adds to the value of 
his exegesis by including a number of 
brief word studies, for example of the 
mercy, anger, jealousy and fear of God. 
The expositors of Chronicles, Ezra and 
Nehemiah, and Esther give us, because 
of the necessities of the case, a more 
meagre fare than those of the other books, 
and yet for Dr. Elmslie, Chronicles is 
one of the most stimulating books in the 
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Bible. The chronicler give us an idealized 
account and yet: 

“He was very sure of the abiding mercy 
of God. In effect he told his readers that 
if they had a million soldiers to protect 
them everything would really depend on 
whether their reliance was in God. If 
they would trust their lives to the ways 
of righteousness, would listen to the words 
of the living God, then no power on earth 
could defeat their spirit or turn aside their 
destiny in the high providence of God. 

“Great teaching,” he adds, “for his 
own period and for many another century 
since then.” 

But, by general consent, the high- 
water mark of this volume is round in the 
brilliant interpretation of Job by Sam- 
uel Terrien of Union Theological Sem- 
inary in New York, supplemented by the 
fine exposition of Paul Scherer. Accord- 
ing to Dr. Terrien, the real problem in 
Job is not the mystery of suffering, but 
the meaning of faith, and its final insight 
is that in regard to the sufficiency of 
grace. 

“He who had expected to ‘come forth 
as gold’ bows in adoration and repentance. 
In the presence of the most holy God all 
pain is stilled, for grace is sufficient. Job 
becomes aware of his sinfulness at the 
very instant of his reconciliation. He is 
saved at the moment of surrender. He 
receives all when he surrenders all.” 


This volume would be worth its price 
for its treatment of the book of Job—if 
nothing else. 
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MENTION 


CHANGES 

Gorman Roof, First church, Catasau- 
qua, N. Y., has become the first full-time 
executive of Lehigh Presbytery. 

Donald L. Erwin, regional director of 
religious education for the Synod of Geor- 
gia, in Atlanta, will become pastor of the 
Princeton, W. Va., church in early Feb- 
ruary. 

Walter C. Gent, Westminster church, 
Pensacola, Fla., will become pastor of the 
Greenville, Ala., church February 1. 

George Barker from Saltillo, Miss., to 
the Glencliff church, 416 E. Thompson 
Land, Nashville, Tenn. 

Charles Logan Landrum, Jr., formerly 
of Brunswick, Ga., and a recent seminary 
graduate, is serving the Citronelle, Ala., 
38 Oak Street. 

Jack H. Pritchard formerly of Tucson, 
Ariz., has begun his new duties as assis- 
tant pastor of the First church, Albu- 
querque, N. M. 

C. Andrew Kearns, who has been pas- 
tor of the Davie Street church, Raleigh, 
N. C., is now serving the Fifth Avenue 
church, Roanoke, Va. 

Robert A. Poland, formerly of the Sem- 
inole Heights church, Tampa, Fla., is now 
pastor of the First church, De Pere, Wisc., 
133 N. Superior Street. 

John D. Smith from Brevard, N. C., to 
The Manse, Morganton, N. C. 

Donald G. Lester, formerly of the First 
United Presbyterian church, Canton, Ohio, 
has begun his new work as associate 
secretary in the division of evangelism 
of the Presbyterian, USA, Board of Na- 
tional Missions. 


NIEBUHR NAMED 

Reinhold Niebuhr, of the faculty of 
Union Seminary, N. Y., has been named 
vice-president of that institution, the first 
to hold that office. John C. Bennett, pro- 
fessor of Christian theology and ethics, 
succeeds Dr. Niebuhr as dean of the 
faculty. 


MOORE LECTURES 

Thomas W. Manson of the University 
of Manchester, England, will deliver the 
T. V. Moore lectures at San Francisco 
Theological Seminary, San Anselmo, 
Calif., May 9-12. His subject will be 
“Martyrs and Martyrdom.” 


STAFF CHANGES 

Charlies W. Young, Jr., presently assis- 
tant director of children’s work of the 
Presbyterian, USA, Board of Christian 
Education, will become pastor of the 
Paoli, Pa., church in March. 

Ralph N. Mould, of the same board, 
who has been assistant secretary of the 
field program, is to be coordinator of 
the leadership program. 

W. H. Vernon Smith, field director for 
Christian education in the Presbytery of 
New York, will become associate secre- 
tary of the department of field program, 
February 1. 

Jean Stewart, of Presbyterian USA 
Children’s Work, is to be field consultant 
in children’s work, in association with 
synods’ field directors. Her first assign- 
ment will be in the Synod of Pennsyl- 
vania for eight or nine months. 
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FRATERNAL DELEGATE 

David L. Stitt, president of Austin 
Seminary, now on sabbatical leave at St. 
Andrews, Fife, Scotland, will represent 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S., as its 
fraternal delegate to the General Assem- 
blies of the Church of Scotland and the 
Presbyterian Church of Ireland. 


FRIENDSHIP PRESS 

J. Allan Ranck, a United Brethren min- 
ister, has been named general director 
of Friendship Press, the National Coun- 
cil of Churches’ publishing division 
through the Joint Commission on Mis- 
sionary Education. Dr. Ranck succeeds 
Franklin D. Cogswell. 


BIBLE SOCIETY 

Francis Carr Stifler, secretary for pub- 
lic relations of the American Bible So- 
ciety, and editor of the Bible Society 


Record, 
month. 

Four ABS associate secretaries were 
recently elected to full secretaryships: 
Eugene A. Nida, head of the translation 
work; Paul A. Collyer, with the foreign 
department; Laton E. Holmgren, also 
with the foreign department; and Richard 
E. Ellingson, scripture distribution. 


MISSIONARIES 

Recently returned to their fields: Bra- 
zil: Edith Foster, Charlotte Taylor, Mar- 
garet Carnahan, the John Wheelocks, 
and the George Hursts. 

Japan: Elizabeth Buchanan. 


Belgian Congo: Margaret McMurry, 
Nolie McDonald. 

Arriving in the U. S.: The Rogers Mc- 
Lane family from Brazil. They will be 
in Dallas on furlough. 
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‘“‘4 Superior College for Superior Students” 


COLLEGE 


Arts College 


Living and Service 








1837 


John R. Cunningham, President 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE 
TO QUALIFIED APPLICANTS 


1954 


Davidson, N. C. 








EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 


1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1955 


Long record of distinguished service to church and nation. Thorough 
training for life from a definitely Christian viewpoint. 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 








SOUTHWESTERN 


Rendering—for 106 years—the important service of training men and 
women of Christian character for leadership in the Church; business, 
industry, the arts, and the professions. 

PEYTON N. RHODES, President 


SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 


° Memphis 12, Tennessee 





write THE REGISTRAR. 





QUEENS COLLEGE 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 


A fully accredited college with a program planned for the academic, religious, 
and social development of young women. 


EDWIN R. WALKER. President 


A.B. and B.S. degrees. For information 








THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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